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Coring, in the beginning, only had anything to do
with this struggle so far as the Gestapo, on his orders,
kept the sharpest watch on all those concerned. With
cunning instinct he scented compromising material
against the SA leaders, and as from the first day of his
coming into power he had been gathering compromis-
ing documents against every single National Socialist
leader so as to put them to use, when opportunity
arose, on his own behalf, he now soon got new additions
to his secret collection of material.

But in spite of what was going on he did not refrain
from arranging a great entertainment in Berlin for his
birthday. He got up public concerts for the people,
troops and police paraded, the staff-guard held a
torchlight procession, and came in a body with gifts.
Everyone was eager to win the mighty man's good
graces, everyone had to show clearly his respect. From
vases to lion cubs, from houses to aeroplanes, there was
no gift that Goring's admirers did not lay at the feet
of the man before whom they all trembled. And Goring
accepted them, without hesitation he demanded his
tribute, and woe to the authority or the organ that
forgot to bring it.

When Hitler a short time after appointed Goring as
Head Hunter of the Reich or Minister for the Hunt
(as it is called by the people), this also was only a gift
from the highest quarters. Minister for the Hunt;
this name says a good deal: is not Goring that Minister
who has carried out most of the man-hunting ? Are
not the concentration camps and the prisons filled to
overflowing with political prisoners ? Have not
hundreds of men already been condemned to death only
for having set themselves against National Socialism ?